
The evolution of the 
Digital Ship

Maritime information technology market 
developments in 2016

Rob O’Dwyer 
Editor, Digital Ship





What is a Digital Ship?

• What’s happening on my 
ship? 

• What’s happening outside my 
ship? 

• What will happen if I take this 
course of action?

vs



What is a Digital Ship?

Data Flow	 Applications



What kind of progress in 
maritime satcom have 

we seen in 2016?





Significant trends:

• Growth in maritime VSAT – capacity and user 
base 
•Mergers and Acquisitions – consolidation 

and cross sector diversification
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August/September - The 
silver anniversary of maritime 
VSAT
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October - VSAT deals for 
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October - Second Intelsat 
Epic satellite successfully 
launched 

December - Maritime satcom 
revenues continue to climb in 
difficult market



Growth in maritime VSAT
In short: 

• Gigabits of additional satellite capacity are available to 
maritime – shifting Supply v Demand 

• Installation of maritime VSAT is accelerating – and providers 
are betting billions on further growth 

• So – whatever you’re paying for satcoms now, you should 
be getting more for your money in the near future
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Mergers & Acquisitions
Jan/Feb - Airbus commercial 
satcoms sold to Apax 

June/July - GEE buys EMC for 
$550m 

June/July - Panasonic begins 
maritime play 

Aug/Sept – Summer of love 
for maritime IT marriages 
December – SpeedCast buys 
Harris CapRock for $425m



Mergers & Acquisitions
In short: 

• Scale is important in maritime satcom – sharing costs 
across sectors while increasing buying power 

• Consolidation will continue, most likely leaving just a 
handful of satcom providers – fewer options, but fierce 
competition 

• So – a small group of big players, with deep pockets, will be 
looking for your money



To take away…

• Exponentially greater supply of VSAT capacity 

• A few big players will dominate – having spent billions 

• Maritime can benefit from cross-industry scale 

Cheaper data is coming. Success will be 
had by those who use it to create value 

from their ‘Digital Ship’



Thank you


